We present four experiments with the object-examining procedure that investigated 7-, 9-, and 11-month-olds' ability to associate two object features that were never presented simultaneously. In each experiment, infants were familiarized with a number of 3D objects that incorporated different correlations among the features of those objects and the body of the objects (e.g., Part A and Body 1, and Part B and Body 1). Infants were then tested with objects with a novel body that either possessed both of the parts that were independently correlated with one body during familiarization (e.g., Part A and B on Body 3) or that were attached to two different bodies during familiarization. The experiments demonstrate that infants as young as 7 months of age are capable of this kind of second-order correlation learning. Furthermore, by at least 11 months of age infants develop a representation for the object that incorporates both of the features they experienced during training. We suggest that the ability to learn second-order correlations represents a powerful but as yet largely unexplored process for generalization in the first years of life.
Introduction
Associative processes are a crucial part of young infants' ability to represent the world around them (e.g., Fiser & Aslin, 2001 , 2002 Gogate & Bahrick, 1998; Madole & Cohen, 1995) . In particular, there is considerable evidence that infants are adept at extracting correlational information about the static and dynamic features of things in the world (e.g., Rakison & Poulin-Dubois, 2002; Younger & Cohen, 1986 ). An important issue that has only been examined in a handful of studies is how and when infants and young children are able to learn about correlations between features that are rarely, if ever, observed together; that is, there is currently little evidence that attests to whether children can learn correlations between features that are never experienced at the same time or that are indirectly correlated. For example, if children learn that objects with legs also have tails and that things with legs have eyes, can they infer on the basis of associations between these features that things with eyes have tails? The aim of the four experiments presented here was to establish whether infants between 7 and 11 months of age can learn such correlations for static features, a process that we label second-order correlation learning.
There is now indisputable evidence that infants are sensitive to, and can encode, correlations among features in a variety of contexts and across a range of domains. This ability is present at birth such that newborns who are familiarized to stimulus compounds (e.g., a green vertical stripe and a red diagonal stripe) extract the correlation between the two features (i.e., color and slant) instead of each feature independently (Slater, Mattock, Brown, Burnham, & Young, 1991) . There are also data to suggest that infants are able to encode correlations among static features embedded in more naturalistic stimuli. For example, classic work by Younger and colleagues (Younger, 1990; Younger & Cohen, 1986; Younger & Gotlieb, 1988) used the habituation paradigm to demonstrate that 10-month-old infants can extract correlated features in a noncategory and category context for a variety of stimuli including artificial and realistic portrayals of animals. Infants in the second year of life-those around 14 months of age-are also able to extract featural correlational information from moving and dynamic stimuli. Thus, following their 1st birthday infants can learn the association between object features and animate motions (Rakison, 2005b (Rakison, , 2006 , the relation between a label and an object (Werker, Cohen, Lloyd, Casasola, & Stager, 1998) , and that between an object part and its function (Madole & Cohen, 1995; Madole, Oakes, & Cohen, 1993) .
There is also considerable evidence that infants can generalize from limited data. For example, Dewar and Xu (2010) 
